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THE PARADDX OF POWER

The Paradox of Power: Sino-American Strategic

Restraint in an Age of Vulnerability
By David C. Gompert and Phillip C. Saunders

‘The United States and China each have or will soon have the ability to inflict grave harm upon
the other by nuclear attack, attacks on satellites, or attacks on computer networks. Paradoxically,
despite each country’s power, its strategic vulnerability is growing. A clearer understanding of the
characteristics of these three domains—nuclear, space, and cyber—can provide the underpinnings
of strategic stability between the United States and China in the decades ahead. David Gompert
and Phillip Saunders assess the prospect of U.S.-Chinese competition in these domains and
recommend that the United States propose a comprehensive approach based on mutual restraint
whereby it and China can mitigate their growing strategic vulnerabilities. This mutual restraint
regime may not take the form of binding treaties, but patterns of understanding and restraint may

be enough to maintain stability.

The Chinese Navy:

Expanding Capabilities, Evolving Roles

Edited by Phillip C. Saunders, Christopher Yung, Michael Swaine,
and Andrew Nien-Dzu Yang

The People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has moved to the forefront of Chinese military
modernization, aided by increased budgets and improved shipbuilding capabilities. The deployments of
PLAN ships to the Gulf of Aden, the PLAN’s global circumnavigation, and the increased frequency
of exercises with foreign navies highlight the PLAN’s growing role as an instrument of national policy.
Given these trends, the Institute for National Strategic Studies joined the Council for Advanced Policy
Studies, RAND, and the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Taipei to discuss the Chinese
navy in their 19 annual conference on the PLA. The conference brought together leading specialists on
naval issues to discuss a range of topics related to the PLAN. This volume collects the best papers, most
of which have been updated to reflect postconference developments. Topics include the history of other
rising major powers in relation to their maritime capabilities, the range of China’s naval modernization,
the specifics of PLAN force capabilities, and how the PLAN might use its improved capabilities. As
this volume indicates, Chinese naval power continues to develop, expand, and mature despite shortfalls
in operational effectiveness. Given regional suspicions about China’s long-term ambitions, the ultimate
impact of a stronger PLAN on stability will depend on whether Chinese leaders direct their newfound

naval power toward cooper: ative or coercive ends.
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